BRECON  BOROUGH  COUNCIL 


Roport  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Noalth. 
1944* 


I'lr . C hairman  and  G ont  1 emen , 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  my 
report  for  the  year  1944. This  report  is  prepared  on  the  lines 
indicated  in  Circular  49/45  Wales  and  is  therefore  again  restricted. 
It  should  bo  noted  that  the  restrictions, on  grounds  of  national 
security, previously  imposed  on  the  publication  of  population  figures 
in  the  Annual  Roport , communications  to  the  Press, etc ., and  on 
references  to  activities  in  connection  with  war-time  industrial, 
military  or  other  inport ant  dev elopements, such  as  extensions  of 
water  supply  or  sewerage  works, or  other  public  utility  undertakings, 
have  now  been  removed. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Population  Figure a.  Those  are  the  figures  supplied  by  tho 

Registrar  General, 
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Analys o a of  causes  of  d- )aths . 
Cause. 


■ Mai os. 35. 


Females . 42 , 


M. 
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Tuberculosis ...... . 

Syphilitic  disease. 

Cancer  of  buccal  cavity  and  uterus. 
Cancer  of  stomach  and  duodenum . 
Cancer  of  breast. . ....  ..... . 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites... 
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Ho  art  di s o a s o . . , 
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Other  diseases  .of  circulatory  system. .0 
Bronchitis ...... 

Ulcer  of  stomach. 

Diarrhoea  under  2 years 
Appendicitis , . 

Other  digestive  disorders 
Nephritis ........ 

Premature  birth. . 

C ongonit al  naif ornat i ons . . 

Violent  causes ............ 

All  other  causes 
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The  following  tabic  shows  the  number  of  deaths  from  tuberculosis 
and  cancer  in  recent  roars. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASE . The  following  cases  of  infectious  disease  wore 


q 

• • o ■ • 

ty 

«o  ♦ ■ • 

o o . 4 . 

0 0.1. 

• . • . 


civilian  cases  only . 


reported  to  mo  during  the  year. They  refer  to 


Influenzal  Pneumonia, .... .1  case. 

Whooping  Cough. .......... ,4  cases. 

• Diphtheria, .............. .3  oases . 

Erysipelas ............... .1  case. 

Scarlet  Fever.  ............  .11  cases. 

Of  the  above, the  throe  cases  of  diphtheria, six  cases  of  scarlet 
fever  and  two  cases  of  Gorman  Measles  from  the  Land  Army  Hostel 
were  removed  to  Merthyr  Isolation  Hospital. Of  tho  throe  cases  of 
diphtheria  two  developed  tho  disease  outside  tho  Borough. There 
wore  no  cases  of  diphtheria  in  children  of  under  15  years  of  ago. 
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Dipht her i a Innuml  s at  Ion . During  the  year  the  monthly  clinics 

held  for  tho  purpose  of  immunising 
children  against  diphtheria  were  continued. In  addition  advisory 
visits  were  nado  by  the  County  Council  Health  Visitor  and 
advertisements  wore  placed  in  tho  local  press. 

Tho  position  at  tho  end  of  tho  year  as  regards  Worth  Breconshire 
is  shown  by  the  following. 

. a, ■stinated  number  of  children  between  the  ages  of 

1 and  15  yours  on  31.12.44. .............. .7 . .... . 1369. 

b. Estinatod  .number  of  above  children  who  have 

. been  immunised  by  31.12,44 

c.  Per  cent  ages  iruinmisod  on  31.12,44.  ... 

d.  Child  population  immunised  during  tho  year... 

Number  of  cases  of  diphtheria  in  children  of 

under  15  years  notified  during  tho  year.. 1, 

f .Number  of  deaths  from  diphtheria  in  tho  year.. ,.0, 

111 n0 -l'\° A ^ 1 & a3°«  Ihc  County  Council  has  an  agreement  with  tho 

General  end  bye  Hospital, Swansea, for  tho 
treatment  of  theso  cases, 

^.^c^.Qsls . Tho  following  details  show  the  position  as  regards 

tuberculosis  in  tho  Borough  in  recent  years. 

Lumber  of  casos  on  tho  register  at  tho  commencement  of  vjar . . .34. 

Humo  .r  ox  eases  added  to  register  during  tho  year v. 11. 

Number  or  deaths  during  the  yoar.  ....  2 

Humber  of  casos  otherwise  removed  by  recovery* or* other  wnvV  n* 
Humber  of  casos  loft  on  register  at  ond  of  yLr. .... ..  .'si.* 


Number  of  notifications  in  recent  wears... . 
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1939  .....  9 . 
1940..... 10. 

1941  14. 

1942  7. 

1943  12. 

1944  11. 


Infestation, 


, All  houses  which  wore  reported  to  me  as  being  verminous 

curing  ohe  year  wore  dealt  -with  by  the  sanitary  inspector  with  the 
only  available  moans, i. o. , spraying  and  tho  uso  of  fumigation. 

As  a:  result  of  tho  Infestation  Order, 1943, a full  tiro 
hodont  01  floor  was  appointed  in  December, 1944. Tho  whole  of  tho 
Borough  was  surveyed  and  a start  was  made  in  an  attempt  to  clear 
g lie  Borough  of  rats  and  nice  using  modern  methods  as  rocomnondod 
by  tho  Ministry  of  Pood.  ' 

Inspection  of  Moat  and.  Other  Foods. 

nr....y)4.  ,,  During  the  yoar  a tremendous 

twoimt  of  work  was  nocossary  at  tho  Borough.  Slaughterhouse . 

J"'LW  1 ollowing  £ iguro s show  the  work  done  there. 

Number  of  anlns Is  killod  and  ins p oc t od . 

Cattle. .. ,671.  ^ Calves. .. .1236, . Sheep. .. .16,004.  Pigs,... 44, 

ii.m  following  amount  of  moat  was  found,  unfit  and  was  ret  used  for 
human  consumption, 

Tuborculosis . , . , .11,364  lbs.  Other  diseases ..  .9254  lbs. 


Brecon  Borough  Council 


Other  animals.  Tuberculosis  ..  .207  3.bs.  Other  Diseases , .6173  lbs 


In  addition  tho  following  amount  of  other  foodstuffs  wore 
voluntarily  surrendered  after  condemnation. 


Sugar.. .264  lbs. 
But tor.. 8 lbs, 

Che c s o . . 234a  lb s . 
Pish.... 39  lbs. 
Prui t ... 41 5 lbs. 


Tinned  Milk 226  lbs. 

Tinned  Moat.. 206  lbs. 

Other  tinned  foods.. 113  lbs. 
Other  foods 195  lbs. 


Milk  Samp  1 iiig. 

During  tho  year  milk  sampling  was  carried  out 
in  accordance  with  tho  National  Milk  Testing  and  Advisory  Schomo. 
A District  Laboratory  was  sot  up  in  Builth  bolls  and  samples  of 
o.ll  producer  retailors  milk  w ora  taken  fortnightly  throughout 
tho  year  by  tho  Sanitary  Inspector .All  wholesale  milk  is  tested 
as  a routine  at  tho  various  milk  depots  and  creameries. 

Under  this  schomo  milk  is  graded  into  throe  categories, i.c. , 


Category  A. Milk  of  good  keeping  quality. 

Category  B ...Milk  of  doubtful  keeping  quality. 

Category  C, ..Milk  of  bad  keeping  quality  which  is 

retuenablo  to  tho  vendor. 

On  tho  receipt  of  samples  of  Category  C milk  advisory  visits 
are  paid  to  tho  particular  farm  by  an  officer  of  the  War 
Agricultural  Executive  Committee  and  if  no  improvement  occurs  as 
a result  of  these  visits  the  producer  is  referred  to  tho  Local 
Authority  for  any  action  that  is  deemed  nocossary. 

Tho  following  figures  show  tho  results  of  tho  samples  taken 
during  tho  year. 


Total  samples  taken... 86, 

Category  A samples.... 64, 

Category  B samples 14. 

Category  C samples 8. 


No  producer  was  referred  by  the  War  Executive  Committee  during 

tho  year. 

Sanitary  Officer.  Tho  position  of  sanitary  officer  was  hold 

during  tho  year  by  Mr .II. T. Jones. Ho  travelled 
daily  from  his  home  in  Abcrcynon  and  this  proved  not  too  easy 
especially  when  one  considers  the  inclement  weather  during  the 
winter  months. A successor  was  advertised  for  on  two  occasions 
but  no  applicants  were  recoivod  for  the  position  and  at  tho  ond 
of  the  year  Mr. Ii.T. Jones  was  still  employed  by  tho  Council  and 
doing  very  useful  work. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  tho  work  done 
by  tho  Sanitary  Inspector  in  addition  to  work  previously  mentioned 
in  this  report. 


Houses  disinfected 13. 

Interviews  with  or  letters  to  owners  of  property ..59. 

Visits  to  Common  Lodging  House. . 2. 

Visit  to  f±ied  fish  shop ..1. 

Follow  up  visits  to  properties. .34. 

Inspection  of  work  done  without  notice.... .......15, 

Visits  to  bakehouses ..1. 
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Visits  on  ac c cunt  of  wa s to  water.. 

Visits  to  factories. ............  • 

Visits  to  cowsheds ... ........ . 

Preliminary  notices  served... 

Statutory  notices  served, ^ . . . . 

Various  natters  in  capacity  of  Billeting  Officer, 

Wat or_  Supplies^ 

Tho  water  supply  throughout  the  year  was 
satisfactory  both  as  regards  quality  and  quantity, Tne  water  is 
taker,  fron  a stream  which  lias  it  * s source  in  upland  surface  and 
spring  water  .It  is  then  convoyed  to  a largo  open  storage  reservoir 
and  thon  through  slow  sand  filtration  filters  to  a snail  clear 
water  chant)  or  .After  this  tho  water  is  chlorinated. 

During  tho  year,  a considerable  inprov orient  was 
nado  in  the  filter  beds  both  as  regards  tho  total  area  and  tho 
depth  of  filtering  material  and  the  pressure  to  tho  j ighor  reaches 
of  tho  Borough  was  improved  by  the  duplication  of  approximately 
1000  foot  of  8 inch  main. 

Careful  daily  chocks  were  made  of  tho  chlorination 
procoss  which  has  proved  satisfactory  throughout  tho  year. 

In  order  to  test  the  efficiency  of  tho  new  filter 
bods  a bacteriological  examination  was  made  of  tho  filtered  and 
unfiltorod  water. As  a result  of  this  tho  water  supply  was  proved 
to  be  of  excellent  quality, No  chonical  examination  was  made. 

Tho  water  has  no  plunbo- solvent  action. 

Tho  supply  is  constant  and  all  tho  houses  supplied 
from  the  waterworks  have  a tapped  supply, there  being  no  standpipes. 

There  are  fourteen  houses  and  farms  in  tho 
outlying  parts  of  the  Borough  which. have  their  own  private  supply 
this  being  tho  same  as  in  tho  previous  year. 

During  the  year  the  Borough  also  supplied  tho 
War  Department  with  11,747,000  gallons  and  the  G. J.R.  with 
10,963,000  gallons. 


Yours  faithfully, 
T.C ,R, George, 


Medical  Officer  of  II) alt] 
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